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BLOGS PETER DIAMANDIS 

I got to know Peter Diamandis work during WOBI NYC 2014. His work at the Singularity 
University inspires me ever since. 

• The technology evolution and the impact it has on our lives.  
Peter wants to simulate all of us to share our inventions, share our ideas to make the world a 
better place to live.  

• We do have all the technology to address all challenges we face: What do we need to 
work together? 

This part intrigues me a lot: how can we enable this collaboration? People share when they feel 
safe, share when they know they will be one way or another recognized for it. 
 
What does it take to become a Giver?  
 
To be continued 
Happy reading 
Hilde 
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SHARING PETER DIAMANDIS THANKSGIVING 2015 BLOG 

This might be a controversial blog. 
My Thanksgiving was one filled with texting, Snapchat, Skyping, Facetime, Beam robots and 
ringing phones. 
Some people HATE the way technology impacts their family at gatherings – people on digital 
devices rather than having conversations – 'making us more alone, even when we're together.' 
But is that really true? 
This blog is about perspective on the impact of digital devices, and the bigger picture on what's 
going on: an accelerating trend where our connection with people is independent of our physical 
location. 
We've ALWAYS said that new technology isolates us 

 
 
Source: xkcd.com/1601 
"Back in my day, we didn't have all these distractions" 
– Millions of disgruntled grandparents around the world. 
"Yeah, in your day, life was pretty boring and disconnected." 
– Millions of millennials today. 
We've always preferred to get what we want, when we want. Every new communication 
technology has moved us closer to "immediate," "faster," "cheaper," "higher quality" and "instant" 
communications with whomever we want, whenever we want. 
And that trend is accelerating. 
The fact is we tend to romanticize the past. And we like to complain about the present. And we 
are resistant to change. Check out the two photos below that clearly tell that story. 
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The Upside of Technology 
This Thanksgiving I was in constant contact with relatives scattered around the world: one niece 
in London by Facetime, another niece in Hungary by BEAM robot, and friends around the world 
by Skype, Facetime and Beam. 
100 Years Ago… holiday contact with distant relatives either didn't happen, happened through 
infrequent snail mail, or rarely through a long trek by horse and buggy. Ultimately you were stuck 
with the locals – which is fine – unless the people you love were a world apart… 
50 Years Ago… a long-distance phone call served as the high-tech mode of 'connectedness.' 
The telephone offered reasonably immediate communications, except on holidays (for those of 
you who remember) when you couldn't actually get a line out ("All lines to that country are 
currently busy, please hang up and try later"). And, oh, by the way, it was really expensive. 
Today… we've got instant, global, free, wireless communication capabilities in full-color, high-
definition video and even telepresence robots. 
The bottom line is that technology allows us to more intimately connect with friends and family 
who are geographically distant and this, from my opinion is a really good thing. 
So, what's the problem? Why concerns over "distraction and the isolation"? 
It's Not Only the Technology, it's Also Your Boring Uncle and Brainless Conversation 
We (humans) tend to prioritize spending time with those people who bring us the most enjoyment 
or satisfaction. 
This means messaging our best friends rather than having conversations at a dinner table with 
distant relatives with whom we have little in common. 
We can force it and try really hard -- be polite, do the right thing. But when the barrier to 
connection drops so low that we can ditch the uncle and chat with our buddy, it's a tough thing to 
avoid. 
The point here is that the quality of the connection is skyrocketing, and the barrier to connection 
is plummeting. 
Thanksgiving – November 2025 
What does Thanksgiving look like in November 2025, just 10 years from now? 
I imagine much of it will look a lot like it does today. 
Except that augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR) will account for half of the people 
around the dinner table. 
On the augmented reality front, technologies like Magic Leap and Hololens will allow distant 
family members and friends to join in the conversation in a multitude of different fashions. Some 
may beam in from the other side of the planet, showing up as full-size participants virtually sitting 
in chair across the table, while others may be one-tenth-size figures standing on the table top. 
Or… in the case of virtual reality, we could imagine an hour-long pre-dinner reunion taking place 
in a completely virtual world with 100 distant family members joining from a dozen corners of the 
globe to exchange stories and catch up. 
 
We are entering a period of rapid societal transformation.  
Where traditions will morph, and limitations of decades past will lift allowing us to recreate our 
social networks and celebrations. 


